
Tony’s Fencing and Iron Works Releases
Educational Guide on Fence Durability and
Construction Insights for Louisiana

New article breaks down the hidden factors that

determine whether a fence lasts decades or fails early

in Louisiana’s extreme climate.

COVINGTON, LA, UNITED STATES, December 8, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Tony’s Fencing and

When homeowners know

what really impacts fence

durability, they make better

decisions that protect their

property long-term.”

Tony Ostrowski

Iron Works has released a comprehensive educational

article aimed at demystifying the structural and

environmental forces that determine how long a wood

fence will last in Southeast Louisiana. The guide, “Five

Things You Never Knew About Your Fence — And Why They

Matter in Southeast Louisiana,” explains why fences

behave differently in Louisiana’s climate and why

craftsmanship, installation timing, and foundational design

often matter more than appearance.

The article reframes the way homeowners think about their fences. Rather than treating fencing

as a passive backdrop, the guide illustrates that a fence is a dynamic structure influenced by

weather patterns, soil movement, hidden foundations, and builder expertise.

Wood Fences Constantly React to Louisiana’s Climate

The publication begins by challenging the idea that fences are static. Wood is a hygroscopic

material, meaning it absorbs and releases moisture as environmental conditions change. In

Southeast Louisiana—one of the most humid regions in the United States—this cycle is

especially amplified. Wood swells during heavy rainfall, contracts during dry periods, and

expands in extreme heat. Intense UV radiation further breaks down lignin, the organic polymer

that holds wood fibers together.

This movement creates stress along posts, rails, and panels. As the guide explains,

understanding this “living behavior” changes the homeowner’s mindset from passive ownership

to informed stewardship. Proper sealing, spacing, board selection, and maintenance schedules

stem directly from understanding wood’s natural response to the environment.

http://www.einpresswire.com


A newly installed horizontal cedar fence

built by Tony’s Fencing and Iron Works

provides a clean, modern backdrop for

this Southeast Louisiana backyard.

Winter Offers Surprising Advantages for Fence

Installation

The guide highlights an insight many homeowners

overlook: winter is often the ideal season for fence

installation in Southeast Louisiana. Cooler

temperatures stabilize wood fibers, reducing the risk

of warping, cupping, and shrinkage during the build.

Lower contractor demand also results in faster

scheduling and more job-site focus.

Winter’s reduced rainfall provides additional

benefits. Soil moisture is more consistent, allowing

for cleaner digging, stronger concrete curing, and

more predictable post alignment. This foundation

work—completed during stable winter

conditions—helps ensure the fence remains upright

through spring storms, summer heat, and hurricane-

season winds.

The Structural Integrity of a Fence Starts Below

Ground

While homeowners typically focus on the visible structure of a fence, the article emphasizes that

the true strength lies in the portion buried underground. Fence posts act as anchors that

balance wind pressure, soil movement, and the weight of the fence itself. Post depth, diameter,

concrete volume, and soil compaction directly influence how the structure ages.

In Southeast Louisiana’s soft, shifting soil, improperly set posts can lean, heave, or sink within

months. The guide explains why professional builders spend significant time preparing the

foundation—removing organic matter, stabilizing wet soil, and ensuring that concrete cures fully

before weight is added.

This subsurface work determines whether a fence remains sturdy for decades.

Most Fence Failures Are Preventable with Proper Techniques

Although Louisiana weather is harsh, the guide clarifies that climate alone rarely causes early

fence failure. More commonly, problems arise from preventable installation errors—such as

shallow posts, inadequate drainage planning, poorly spaced rails, or materials not suited to the

region.



Because homeowners typically cannot inspect the work below ground or behind the panels, the

article stresses the importance of choosing a builder who maintains hands-on quality control.

“A fence is only as strong as the hands that build it,” said Tony, Owner of Tony’s Fencing and Iron

Works. “Most failures begin long before a fence ever meets a storm. They start with

shortcuts—small decisions that save time in the moment but cost homeowners in the long

run.”

Educational Resources Help Homeowners Make Informed Decisions

To help homeowners deepen their understanding of how wood behaves in various climates,

Tony’s Fencing directs readers to independent, research-based studies. One recommended

resource is the U.S. Forest Service’s Wood Handbook, which explains wood movement, moisture

absorption, decay mechanisms, and structural performance in different environments:

https://www.fpl.fs.usda.gov/products/publications/several_pubs.php?grouping_id=100&header_i

d=p

This reference provides scientific insight that can help homeowners evaluate finish options,

installation timing, and maintenance strategies with greater confidence.

Craftsmanship Rooted in Experience, Not Theory

The guide also shares the personal origin story behind Tony’s career—a journey that began

unexpectedly when he damaged a fence and took it upon himself to repair it. The process

revealed a natural aptitude for precision, problem-solving, and craftsmanship. That pivotal

moment grew into three decades of hands-on experience serving homeowners across Southeast

Louisiana.

His background underscores one of the article’s key themes: expert craftsmanship is not an

abstract idea but a learned discipline shaped through years of real-world challenges.

A Resource Designed for Long-Term Planning

By bringing together climate science, construction principles, and practical homeowner insights,

the publication helps residents better understand how fences function in their environment. It

encourages homeowners to look beyond surface appearance and consider the underlying

factors that contribute to a fence’s longevity.

The article also supports homeowners interested in planning improvements around seasonal

conditions, budgeting for long-term maintenance, or evaluating whether an existing fence is

structurally sound.

About Tony’s Fencing and Iron Works

https://www.fpl.fs.usda.gov/products/publications/several_pubs.php?grouping_id=100&amp;header_id=p
https://www.fpl.fs.usda.gov/products/publications/several_pubs.php?grouping_id=100&amp;header_id=p


For more than 30 years, Tony’s Fencing and Iron Works has provided wood, iron, vinyl, and farm

fencing solutions across Southeast Louisiana. The company also specializes in custom gates,

automatic entry systems, and ornamental iron. With an emphasis on high standards and

homeowner education, Tony’s continues to help families build fences that withstand Louisiana’s

demanding climate.
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