
From Nineveh Plains to Washington: The
Journey of Mark Savaya

Mark Savaya, Iraqi-born entrepreneur and new U.S.

Special Envoy to Iraq, brings a legacy of perseverance

and community rebuilding

A Lifelong Commitment to Iraq’s Recovery

and Diaspora Communities

WASHINGTON D.C., DC, UNITED

STATES, October 23, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Mark Savaya’s

path from the historic Nineveh Plains

of Iraq to the halls of Washington is a

story of perseverance and purpose.

Born in northern Iraq in the 1980s,

Savaya and his family immigrated to

the United States in the 1990s seeking

safety and opportunity[15]. They

settled in Metro Detroit, home to a

large Iraqi Christian (Chaldean)

diaspora, where Savaya grew up

embracing both American life and his

Middle Eastern roots. Over the years, he built a thriving business and became a pillar of the

community, all while keeping a close eye on his homeland’s struggles.

Savaya’s ancestral village in the Nineveh Plains was among those devastated by ISIS in 2014, a

fact that deeply influenced his community work. He has been a vocal supporter of efforts to

make Iraq great again, donating to relief efforts and rallying support for rebuilding infrastructure

and schools. This dedication to the Iraqi people’s well-being did not go unnoticed. 

In appointing Savaya, President Trump tapped into not only Savaya’s business acumen but also

his personal passion for helping restore Iraq to its glory. As Special Envoy, Savaya is expected to

prioritize American and Iraq interest. 
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