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Dr. John Watson Named Recipient of the
Vishnu Ingle Lifetime Achievement Award

BEVERLY, MA, UNITED STATES, May 14,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The 2025 ASA'O
American Society for Artificial Internal LIFETIME

Organs (ASAIO) presented the 2025 ACHIEVEMENT
Vishnu Ingle Lifetime Achievement AWARD

Award for Contributions to the WINNER

Deve|0pment Of Art|f|C|a| Organ Vishnu Ingle Lifetime Achievement Award for
TeChnOlOgieS tO Dr_ JOhn T Watson in Contributions to the Development of Artificial

Organ Technologies

recognition of his pi'onee?ring work in e JOHNT.
the field of mechanical circulatory ‘a0 WATSO N, PhD

support and lifelong dedication to
advancing heart failure treatment
through engineering innovation and
translational science.

The award will be given at ASAIO’s Annual Meeting in New Orleans, where colleagues, former

students, and collaborators will gather to celebrate Dr.
“ Watson's career and profound impact. In receiving the
award, Dr. Watson stated: “I'm deeply humbled by this
honor, which | share with the many colleagues, students,
and family members who have supported me throughout
my personal Faith journey. This award belongs to all of
them.”
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Dr. Watson’s remarkable career spans over five decades
and includes leadership roles in industry, academia, and
government, that have combined to shape his work in the
evolution of artificial organs from concept to clinical

Dr. John Watson _
reality.

Dr. Pramod Bonde, MD, FACS, ASAIO Past-President and ASAIO Journal Editor-in-Chief,
commented, “Dr. Watson's remarkable contribution to the MCS field by his leadership at NHLBI
and his monumental influence in directing the policies of NIH and FDA played an instrumental
role in the development of LVAD systems which has benefited countless patients and families by


http://www.einpresswire.com
http://asaio.org
https://asaio.org/Conference/Awards/lifetime.cgi
https://asaio.org/Conference/Awards/lifetime.cgi

extending their lives. His efforts will
continue to shape the future of MCS
field in the future decades”.

Career Chronological Highlights:

* Industry (10 years): Engineering work
in power generation, business
machines, and aircraft—contributing to
innovations like the XC-142 Thrust
Control System and failsafe systems
for military aviation (A-7 Corsair Il).

« Southwestern Medical School (10
years): Bridged engineering and
physiology as an instructor and
researcher, helping pioneer early use OQ ‘b,
of intra-aortic balloon pumps (IABP) for () @
heart failure management. . OS 9}

+ National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute (28 years): Served in roles
including Chief of the Devices and - ; = AR,
Technology Branch and Acting Deputy 20925 |CONFERENCE
Director. There, Dr. Watson conceived : p June 47, 2025

and led the multi-phase development - =i Sebes

of long-term mechanical circulatory

support systems as viable alternatives

to heart transplantation.

« UC San Diego (20 years): Continued advancing bioengineering design education, innovation,
and student service beyond the classroom.

Dr. Watson played a critical leadership role in the development and clinical translation of left
ventricular assist devices (LVADs), from the first-generation HeartMate | (used in the landmark
REMATCH trial), to the second-generation HeartMate I, and the third-generation HeartMate 3.
His efforts laid the foundation for the modern LVAD field and helped establish national
programs like INTERMACS, the primary registry (47,000) for post-implant outcomes.

Beyond device development, Dr. Watson influenced key NIH and FDA policies, including the
expansion of the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program and the implementation of
FDA guidance documents, improving regulatory clarity for medical device developers. He also
chaired the 2003 NIH Conference that led to allowing Multiple Principal Investigators on NIH
grants, a pivotal change for interdisciplinary bioengineering research.

Lasting Legacy:
Dr. Watson's work has not only saved lives but has reshaped how heart failure is understood and



treated. Today, as the field moves toward therapies that promote cardiac recovery, Dr. Watson
remains active in fostering collaboration between engineers, clinicians, and scientists.
Conferences like U-CARS and the Assisted Circulation Gordon Conference, which he encouraged
or helped found, continue to inspire new generations of researchers.

ASAIQ is proud to recognize Dr. Watson's extraordinary career and enduring legacy in artificial
organ science and engineering.

About ASAIO:

The American Society for Artificial Internal Organs is dedicated to the advancement of
technologies that replace or assist organ function. Through research, collaboration, and
education, ASAIO supports the development of lifesaving artificial organ systems and fosters
innovation in internal medicine and surgery.
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