
Students from 10 Countries Complete United
Planet’s Virtual Exchange Program under the
Unite All Schools Initiative

Students from Uganda’s Kinoni Integrated Secondary

School pose in front of their compost toilet project.

Global Connections, Local Impact: United

Planet wraps global exchange with

students from 10 countries leading civic

projects on literacy, climate & equity.

BOSTON, MA, UNITED STATES, May 13,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Students

from 17 schools across 10 countries

recently concluded the second phase

of a year-long virtual exchange and

civic engagement program organized

by United Planet, a nonprofit dedicated

to fostering international service

learning and youth leadership under

the Unite All Schools Initiative.

From December 2024 to March 2025, students in grades 2 through 12 engaged in an eight-week

immersive experience that blended live video conferencing with interactive weekly activities.

Our vision extends far

beyond short-term

academic or personal

gains—the true goal is to

cultivate a sense of agency

and ownership within local

communities.”

Oudou Sanogo, Director of

Virtual Exchange at United

Planet

Through this digital classroom, students from the Czech

Republic, Egypt, Finland, Ghana, India, Nigeria, Tanzania,

Uganda, the United States, and Vietnam explored one

another’s communities and cultures while collaboratively

addressing challenges in their regions.

Participating schools included Naše škola Praha (Czech

Republic), Concord International College (Egypt), Alavus

High School and Helsingin kielilukio Secondary School

(Finland), George Mason Academy (Ghana), Vidyamandir

Trust, Palanpur (India), China-Nigeria Friendship Model

School, Impact International, and Owo High School

(Nigeria), Lumumba Secondary School and Ben Balla

Secondary School (Tanzania), Kinoni Integrated Secondary School and the Rotary Club of Kinoni

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.unitedplanet.org
https://www.uniteallschools.org


Participants from India’s Vidyamandir Trust lead an

adult literacy session as part of the “We Are Lit”

campaign.

Virtual exchange participants from Finland analyze

national education trends in an online brainstorming

session.

Secondary School Support Program

(Uganda), Morton East High School,

Eastern Middle School, and Newark

School of Global Studies (USA), and Tri

Thuc School (Vietnam).

The exchange fostered cross-cultural

understanding while encouraging

students to collaborate on civic

projects and community-based

solutions aligned with the United

Nations Sustainable Development

Goals (SDGs). As a result, students

finished the program with a stronger

global perspective and a renewed

commitment to their roles as

changemakers—showcasing the

impact of virtual education in bridging

cultures and sparking action.

Oudou Sanogo, a United Planet leader,

reflects:

"We are witnessing exultant

achievements through the program.

Our vision extends far beyond short-

term academic or personal gains—the

true goal is to cultivate a sense of

agency and ownership within local

communities. And we’re starting to see

that vision take root."

Sanogo adds:

"It’s like launching a rocket into orbit. That’s exactly what Lumumba Secondary School in

Zanzibar, Tanzania, and the Rotary Club of Kinoni in Uganda have accomplished by establishing

ambitious United Planet clubs. These clubs are now leading local initiatives focused on climate

change and environmental conservation—evidence that sustainable, community-driven change

is underway."

More details are available at: www.unitedplanet.org/virtual-exchange

Program report and student projects: https://jmp.sh/1ojiwcuw

SPRING 2025 PROGRAM OVERVIEW

http://www.unitedplanet.org/virtual-exchange
https://jmp.sh/1ojiwcuw


United Planet’s Spring Virtual Exchange Module, "Global Goals," focused on the United Nations

SDGs. Student-led case studies addressed themes such as entrepreneurship, sanitation, climate

change, environmental conservation, education, and food security. Some participants even used

generative AI to create digital books as part of their storytelling projects.

The eight-week program included the following activities:

Students met biweekly in six global Circles for live sessions facilitated by United Planet staff. Each

session focused on a key topic. In the "Economic Prosperity and Equity" session, students

examined the impact of economic growth and the challenges of reducing disparities within and

between countries. Discussions centered on poverty, inequality, and policy solutions. The

"Climate and the Environment" session explored the threats of climate change, personal carbon

footprints, and sustainable practices. In the third session, "Innovation and Sustainability,"

students proposed ideas for sustainable agriculture and energy efficiency, including

hydroponics, aquaponics, and futuristic city models like the NEOM project.

Outside of live sessions, students participated in online discussions and project work through

United Planet’s learning platform. They shared updates and collaborated across time zones,

building relationships and refining their civic engagement skills.

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

• In Uganda, students from Kinoni Integrated Secondary School created a compost toilet using

local materials. This initiative addressed sanitation concerns while promoting hygiene and

sustainability. The project equipped students with practical skills and served as a model for eco-

friendly solutions in rural communities.

• In Finland, students investigated their country’s declining PISA scores despite its leadership in

sustainability and education. They explored potential causes such as digital distractions, cultural

shifts, and nontraditional learning approaches. Their findings questioned the relevance of

standardized tests in assessing educational quality.

• In India, fifth grader Purv Joshi and his peers at Vidyamandir Trust launched the “We Are Lit”

literacy campaign for adults. The project offered workshops and created media buzz, including a

televised segment. A highlight was when an adult learner wrote his name for the first time—a

powerful symbol of dignity and empowerment.

STAY CONNECTED

Stay updated on upcoming projects and initiatives by subscribing to United Planet’s newsletter.

For more information, visit www.unitedplanet.org.

http://www.unitedplanet.org
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