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What to Know About Insurance When Buying
a Used RV

HOUMA, LA, UNITED STATES, May 1,
2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The
purchase of a used recreational vehicle
(RV) brings with it a unique set of
insurance considerations. Unlike new
models, used RVs vary widely in value,
condition, usage history, and
customization, all of which influence
the type of insurance coverage
required. Prospective RV owners and
current policyholders can benefit from
understanding how these variables
impact protection, costs, and liability
exposure.
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size-fits-all. Determining the proper
policy begins with assessing the RV's I N S U R A N C E
class type—Class A, B, or C—as well as

its intended usage, whether for

occasional travel, seasonal camping, or full-time living. Each factor affects risk assessment and
policy structure.

Eric Yeates, owner of ADDvantage Insurance in Houma, Louisiana, explained how policy design
begins with accurate classification.

Coverage for a used RV
depends on many factors,
including how it will be used,
where it will be stored, and
its current market value. ”
Eric Yeates

"Coverage for a used RV depends on many factors,
including how it will be used, where it will be stored, and its
current market value. Getting that right from the start
prevents costly gaps and ensures claims are handled
properly," said Yeates.

Used RVs may present challenges in valuation. Unlike cars,

RVs include both automotive and residential components. The condition of plumbing, electrical
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systems, slide-outs, appliances, and custom features can affect insurable value. Market
depreciation also varies widely depending on age, brand, and maintenance history. Insurers
typically use actual cash value (ACV) as the basis for used RV coverage unless agreed value or
replacement cost coverage is selected through an endorsement.

ACV coverage pays out based on the current market value of the RV at the time of a claim,
accounting for depreciation. While it provides standard protection, ACV may not fully replace the
cost of a similar vehicle in today's market. For RVs with significant upgrades or modifications,
agreed value policies can offer a more predictable settlement amount.

Physical damage coverage includes comprehensive and collision protection. Comprehensive
covers non-collision-related losses such as fire, theft, vandalism, and weather events. Collision
covers damage from impact with another vehicle or object. When purchasing a used RV, it's
important to inspect the condition of these systems thoroughly, as insurers may require
documentation or photographs prior to issuing full coverage.

Liability protection is a core component of any RV insurance policy. This coverage addresses
injury or property damage caused to others while the RV is in use. State requirements vary, but
most policies recommend higher liability limits than minimum legal standards, especially for RVs
with high occupancy capacity or those used in high-traffic areas.

Personal injury protection (PIP) or medical payments coverage may also be included, depending
on the insurer and jurisdiction. These cover medical expenses for passengers in the insured
vehicle regardless of fault.

For those living in the RV full-time, full-timer's liability coverage functions similarly to
homeowners insurance and offers added protections such as personal liability and medical
payments for guests injured in or around the RV. Without this coverage, full-time RV users may
face gaps if an incident occurs while parked long-term.

Storage options also affect insurance needs. RVs stored in secure facilities or private property
may qualify for reduced rates or limited coverage policies during off-seasons. Conversely, RVs
stored in flood-prone or storm-heavy regions may require additional endorsements or
exclusions.

Roadside assistance is an optional but valuable addition, particularly for older RVs that may be
prone to mechanical issues. Towing an RV requires specialized equipment and can be
significantly more expensive than standard vehicle towing. Roadside assistance plans tailored for
RVs often include towing, flat tire changes, battery boosts, and emergency fuel delivery.

Gap coverage may be worth considering in cases where financing is involved. This coverage
bridges the difference between the RV's actual cash value and the remaining loan balance in the
event of a total loss. While often associated with new vehicles, some lenders may still require or



recommend gap insurance on financed used RVs.

Before purchasing a used RV, buyers are encouraged to review insurance history if available.
Records of prior claims, flood exposure, or structural damage can influence insurability and
premiums. A pre-purchase inspection conducted by a licensed RV technician can identify issues
that may affect coverage eligibility.

RV insurance policies may also extend to personal belongings stored inside the vehicle,
depending on the limits and conditions of the policy. Items such as electronics, outdoor gear,
and tools may need to be scheduled separately if their value exceeds standard limits.

Policyholders with homeowners or auto insurance through the same provider may benefit from
bundling discounts or multi-policy advantages. However, RV insurance remains a separate
specialty product and should be evaluated on its own merits to ensure adequate protection for
the unique risks of recreational vehicle ownership.

ADDvantage Insurance in Houma continues to support RV owners across Louisiana by offering
guidance tailored to each stage of ownership, including pre-purchase planning, seasonal
adjustments, and claims assistance. Understanding insurance options for used RVs helps reduce
surprises and ensures smoother transitions from road trip dreams to responsible ownership.
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