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Discover the untold story of Joe Lieberman, a political

pioneer torn between party lines, faith, and a legacy that

redefined bipartisanship in America.

WASHINGTON D.C., DC, UNITED STATES, March 17, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- A Political Career Defined by

Principle Over Party

Throughout his decades-long career in public service,

Senator Joe Lieberman defied political categorization. A

lifelong Democrat who later ran as an Independent,

Lieberman’s commitment to voting based on conscience

rather than party loyalty made him both a political

maverick and, at times, a controversial figure. His legacy

is a testament to conviction over conformity, positioning

him as one of the most complex and intriguing figures in

American politics.

As the documentary “Centered: Joe Lieberman” prepares

for a nationwide theatrical release in over 60 Regal

Cinemas March 18 and 19, audiences will have the

opportunity to explore Lieberman’s story through

exclusive interviews and candid reflections. The film offers a look at the man behind the

policies—his triumphs, regrets, and dedication to the country.  Joe states in the film, “It’s

important to be open to civilized, respectful debate with people — to try and find common

ground and get something done."

One of a Kind: The Only Politician Nearly Chosen as Vice President by Both Major Parties

Few figures in American politics have come as close as Joe Lieberman to serving as Vice

President in both Democratic and Republican administrations. In 2000, Lieberman made history

as the first Jewish American to be nominated for Vice President when he ran alongside Al Gore

on the Democratic ticket. The Gore-Lieberman campaign won the popular vote but lost the

Electoral College in one of the most contentious elections in U.S. history.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.centeredfilm.com/
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/centered-joe-lieberman-ho00018051?date=03-19-2025
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/centered-joe-lieberman-ho00018051?date=03-19-2025


Sen. Lieberman meets with Pres. Bill Clinton in 1995.

Official White House photo.

Senator Joe Lieberman and President George W. Bush

Exit the Presidential Limousine

Eight years later, in 2008, Lieberman

was on the brink of an even more

extraordinary political twist. Republican

nominee John McCain, strongly

considered selecting Lieberman as his

running mate. According to McCain’s

later admissions, Lieberman was his

first choice. McCain valued his

independent-minded approach and

bipartisan appeal. 

To this day, McCain’s decision not to

pick Lieberman remains one of his

biggest regrets, and it stands as one of

the great “what-ifs” of American

politics. 

A Moderate Democrat with a

Conservative Streak

Lieberman, who represented

Connecticut in the U.S. Senate from

1989 to 2013, was widely recognized

for his stance on economic issues, his

foreign policy views, and his willingness

to break with his own party when he

believed it was in the best interest of

the nation. His positions often set him

apart in an era of increasing

polarization. Joe declares emphatically

in the film, “I have been persistently, stubbornly, bipartisan."

On social issues, Lieberman aligned with traditional Democratic values. He was a champion for

civil rights, environmental protections, and expanded healthcare access. He played a crucial role

in key legislative efforts, including co-sponsoring measures that protected same-sex couples'

benefits, advocating for measures that improved public education, and leading the repeal of the

“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy in the military.

Yet, his views on national security and economic policy placed him at odds with many in his

party. Lieberman supported military interventions in Iraq and Afghanistan. His steadfast belief in

a strong national defense earned him favor among Republicans and centrists but also led to

significant backlash from progressives who opposed these wars.



A Victim of Political ‘Cancel Culture’?

Lieberman’s independent streak reached a turning point in 2006 when he lost the Democratic

primary for his Senate seat after voting for and maintaining his support for the continuation of

the Iraq War. This moment is often cited as an early example of what is now called “cancel

culture” in politics—where figures are ostracized not for ethical misconduct but for taking

unpopular stances.

Rather than retreating, Lieberman ran as an Independent and won re-election. His victory

reinforced the idea that voters respected his integrity, even when they didn’t always agree with

his positions.

In 2008, he further cemented his reputation as a political outlier by endorsing Republican

Senator John McCain for President against Barack Obama. This move stunned Democrats. The

endorsement was widely viewed as a personal and political statement — Lieberman saw McCain

as a fellow principled leader who would prioritize national security above party.

Regrets and Political Admissions

As “Centered: Joe Lieberman” prepares to hit theaters across the country, audiences will get an

unfiltered look at the man behind the political battles. In rare moments of introspection,

Lieberman acknowledges the weight of his decisions, including those he might have handled

differently.

His foreign policy views—particularly his strong support for the 2003 Iraq War—placed him at

odds with many in his party. Lieberman argued that removing Saddam Hussein was a necessary

step for global security and democracy in the Middle East. His stance aligned him with

conservatives but alienated him from many Democrats who opposed the war.

Lieberman acknowledged the immense toll of the conflict, expressing deep regret for the lives

lost while maintaining that his decision was made based on the intelligence and circumstances

at the time. His admission reflects the complexities of leadership, where decisions made with

conviction can carry profound and unintended consequences.

He stood by his belief that the public option of the Affordable Care Act during the Obama

administration was fiscally unsustainable at the time yet acknowledged that his stance garnered

him more detractors.

Lieberman has also expressed mixed feelings about his McCain endorsement, particularly in how

it affected his relationships with longtime Democratic allies. While he never wavered in his

support for McCain as a leader, he recognized that the endorsement burned bridges within his

own party.



A Legacy of Leadership in a Divided America

Despite the shifting political winds, Lieberman consistently voted based on his principles rather

than party dictates. His centrism often made him a crucial swing vote in the Senate, giving him

significant influence on key legislation, including major defense bills and financial regulations.

His career serves as a reminder that politics is not always about left versus right —but about

leadership, integrity, and a commitment to the nation's best 

interests. 

In an era where partisanship dominates, Lieberman’s ability to build bridges — while never

shying away from standing alone — makes his story highly relevant.

For tickets and showtimes, visit Regal Cinemas.
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