United global call to act on land degradation
and drought concludes major UN meeting in
Côte d’Ivoire
ABIDJAN, CôTE D’IVOIRE, May 20, 2022
/EINPresswire.com/ -- In brief:
* UNCCD COP15 adopts 38 decisions,
including on tenure, migration and
gender, that highlight the role of land
in addressing multiple crises

Logos of the UNCCD and COP15

* Robust monitoring and data to track progress against land restoration commitments
* New political and financial impetus to help nations deal
with devastating impacts of drought and build resilience
Countries have sent a
united call about the
importance of healthy and
productive land for securing
future prosperity for all”
Ibrahim Thiaw, UNCCD
Executive Secretary

* US $2.5 billion Abidjan Legacy Programme will help
future-proof supply chainswhile tackling deforestation and
climate change
* Regional initiatives launched in support of the Africa-led
Great Green Wall

* Nearly 7,000 participants at two-week meeting included delegationsfrom 196 countries and the
European Union
* Future UNCCD meetings to be held in Saudi Arabia, Mongolia, Uzbekistan
*****
A united global pledge to boost drought resilience and invest in land restoration for future
prosperity today concluded the 15th Conference of Parties (COP15) of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), held in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire.
This two-week meeting on the future of land management drew nearly 7,000 participants,

including Heads of State, ministers,
delegates from the UNCCD’s 196
Parties and the European Union, as
well as members of the private sector,
civil society, women, youth leaders and
media.
Speaking at the closing ceremony of
UNCCD COP15, Patrick Achi, Prime
Minister of Côte d’Ivoire, said: “Each
generation faces this thorny question
of how to meet the production needs
of our societies […] without destroying
our forests and lands and thus
condemning the future of those on
whose behalf we endeavour.”
He also drew attention to the US$2.5
billion raised for the Abidjan Legacy
Programme launched by Côte d’Ivoire
President Alassane Ouattara at the
Heads of State Summit on 9 May,
which has already surpassed the
US$1.5 billion anticipated for it.
At a news conference, Alain-Richard
Donwahi, COP15 President, highlighted
that it was the first time Côte d’Ivoire
hosted a COP for one of the three Rio
Conventions, and emphasized his
country’s continued commitment to
keep land issues high on the
international agenda.

Ibrahim Thiaw, Executive Secretary, UNCCD

Land restoration project in Africa

Ibrahim Thiaw, UNCCD Executive Secretary, said: “Meeting against the backdrop of multiple
global challenges, including the worst-in-40-years drought in Eastern Africa, as well as food and
economic crises fuelled by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and conflicts, countries have sent a
united call about the importance of healthy and productive land for securing future prosperity
for all.”
Highlights among the new commitments:
* Accelerate the restoration of one billion hectares of degraded land by 2030 by improving data

gathering and monitoring to track progress against the achievement of land restoration
commitments and establishing a new partnership model for large-scale integrated landscape
investment programmes;
* Boost drought resilience by identifying the expansion of drylands, improving national policies
and early warning, monitoring and assessment; learning and sharing knowledge; building
partnerships and coordinating action; and mobilizing drought finance.
* Establish an Intergovernmental Working Group on Drought for 2022-2024 to look into possible
options, including global policy instruments and regional policy frameworks, to support a shift
from reactive to proactive drought management.
* Address forced migration and displacement driven by desertification and land degradation by
creating social and economic opportunities that increase rural resilience and livelihood stability,
and by mobilizing resources, including from the diaspora, for land restoration projects;
* Improve women’s involvement in land management as important enablers for effective land
restoration, by addressing commonly encountered land tenure challenges by people in
vulnerable situations, and collecting gender-disaggregated data on the impacts of desertification,
land degradation and drought;
* Address sand and dust storms and other escalating disaster risks by designing and
implementing plans and policies including early warning and risk assessment, and mitigating
their human-made causes at source;
* Promote decent land-based jobs for youth and land-based youth entrepreneurship and
strengthen youth participation in the UNCCD process; and
* Ensure greater synergies among the three Rio Conventions, including complementarities in the
implementation of these treaties through nature-based solutions and target-setting at the
national level.
In addition to the decisions, three declarations were issued during the COP, namely:
* The Abidjan Call issued by the Heads of State and Government attending the Summit hosted
by Côte d’Ivoire President Alassane Ouattara on 9 May. It aims to boost long-term environmental
sustainability across major value chains in Côte d’Ivoire while protecting and restoring forests
and lands and improving communities’ resilience to climate change, which will require
mobilization of US$1.5 billion over the next five years.
* Abidjan Declaration on achieving gender equality for successful land restoration, which
emerged from the Gender Caucus chaired by the First Lady Dominique Ouattara.

* The COP15 “Land, Life and Legacy” Declaration, which responds to the findings of the UNCCD’s
flagship report, Global Land Outlook 2, a five-year study with 21 partner organizations, and with
over 1,000 scientific references. Released 27 April, it reported up to 40% of all ice-free land is
already degraded, with dire consequences for climate, biodiversity and livelihoods.
All 38 COP15 decisions are available here: https://www.unccd.int/cop15/official-documents
News release in full: https://www.unccd.int/news-stories/press-releases/united-global-call-actland-degradation-and-drought-concludes-major-un
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