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State authorities announce investigation into

Lily Mei's campaign

The California Fair Political Practices
Commission is investigating Lily Mei for
potential violations of state election law.

FREMONT, CA, UNITED STATES, October
30, 2020 /EINPresswire.com/ -- On
October 22, 2020, the Fair Political
Practices Commission (FPPC)
announced that it has opened an
investigation into Fremont Mayor Lily
Mei's campaign financial statements
for potential violations of state election
law. Chief of the Enforcement Division,
Galena West, confirmed this in two
public documents. (Copies of the
public documents have been provided
at the end of this article.)

On October 22 and October 23, Lily
Mei and her re-election campaign were
notified of these developments.

“This letter is to notify you that the
Enforcement Division of the Fair
Political Practices Commission will
investigate the allegation(s), under the
jurisdiction of the Commission, of the
[complaint] submitted in the above-
referenced matter.”

The investigation has been escalated

CaseNo. o Type Status Jurisdiction External Parties
Sworn Case Opened Local Respondents: Lily Mei; Lily Mei; Lily Mei for Fremont
v 2020-00923 Fremont, Mayor 2020
Complaint and Pending

Alameda County Complainants: |

Date Opened: 10/22/2020
Date Closed: N/A
Violation Type: Campaign Reporting
Disposition: N/A
Disposition Details: N/A

The case against Lily Mei is open and pending.

A R STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DD FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION

October 22, 2020

h

RE: FPPC Case No. 2020-00923; Lily Mei

This letter is to notify you that the Enforcement Division of the Fair Political Practices
s will igate the al ), under the juri of the C of the

sworn complaint you submitted in the above-referenced matter. You will next receive
notification from us upon final disposition of the case. However, please be advised that at this
time we have not made any determination about the validity of the allegation(s) you have made
or about the culpability, if any, of the person(s) you identify in your complaint.

Please note that elected city councilmembers are not required to disqualify themselves from
participating in decisions affecting the source of a campaign contribution while sitting in their
capacity as elected councilmembers. (Section 87103(c); 82030(b)(1).) Note that the only
exception is Section 84308 that requires persons in an appointed capacity to refrain from
participating in certain decisions that might affect the source of a campaign contribution.

Section 84308 however does not apply to local government agencies whose members are directly
elected by the voters, such as the elected city council. Additionally, the Act’s prohibition on
foreign contributions does not extend to candidates. Section 85320 applies only to state or local
ballot measures. Therefore, we will not pursue the conflict of interest and foreign contribution
allegations further.

Thank you for taking the time to bring this matter to our attention. If you have any questions

regarding this letter, please contact at (@fppe.ca.gov

Sincerely,
Geat

Galena West, Chief
Enforcement Division

GW/ch

cc Lily Mei, via email at: | N  NEEEEENR

As of October 22, 2020, Fremont Mayor Lily Mei is
now being investigated by state authorities for
potentially violating state election law.

from a mere complaint to an actual case and may be found at the FPPC's Complaint and Case
Information Portal by searching “Lily Mei” under “Respondent / Complainant.”

This case is now open and pending. State authorities are investigating Lily Mei and her re-


http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/enforcement/complaint-and-case-information-portal.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/enforcement/complaint-and-case-information-portal.html

election campaign (Case No. 2020-00923).

According to the FPPC, complaints are resolved in
several ways depending on the strength of the
evidence, the particular facts, and the amount of
public harm involved. Here, Lily Mei is the only
Fremont Mayoral candidate where the allegations,
evidence, facts, and circumstances were serious
enough to warrant the opening of a case by the
FPPC.

In contrast, no other Fremont mayoral candidate is
being investigated for potentially violating state
election law. All other complaints made in this

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

E‘ DD ' FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION
102 Q Street » Suite 3000 « Sacramento, CA 95811

October 23, 2020

incorporated into our existing case, FPPC Case No. 2020-00923.

You will next

ification from us upon the fi
Ho i

1 disposition of the case.
L made any determi; on abouf

at @ ppe.ca.gov
Sincerely,

Gest

Galena West. Chief
Enforcement Division

GW:its

cc: Lily Mei for Fremont Mayor 2020; Lily Mei; IS

Fremont mayoral race against other mayoral
candidates have been rejected by the FPPC—except
the complaint against Lily Mei.

Potential consequences for violating the Political
Reform Act include administrative proceedings,

. . o On October 23, 2020, the FPPC provided
criminal prosecution, and civil action.

that it has merged all allegations into a

. , e L single case that will be investigated.
This is not Lily Mei's first investigation by the FPPC.

After an investigation commenced during the 2016
election, the FPPC found Lily Mei to have violated five (5) counts of state election law in 2017
after the election had concluded. Her violations included not reporting campaign donations and

campaign expenditures, including almost $24,000 in late campaign expenditures.

To obtain an unredacted version of Lily Mei's campaign financial disclosures, submit your formal
request by emailing the Fremont City Clerk at: cclerk@fremont.gov. There appear to be many
glaring discrepancies, ranging from misspelled addresses to incomplete donor information. Note
that the City Clerk must provide you the ability to procure the unredacted hard copy of Lily Mei's
Form 460 filings under the law upon request.

The redacted version can be found here: https://public.netfile.com/pub2/Default.aspx?aid=FRE.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/529589392
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