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The Fund for Modern Courts’ Annual

Justice Celebration 2025 will honor three extraordinary leaders whose careers exemplify
integrity, vision, and a steadfast commitment to justice in New York State. The evening will
feature presentation of the Robert M. Kaufman Memorial Award and the Fern Schair Public
Service Award.

When: Monday, November 3, 2025 - 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM.

Where: Robert NYC, 2 Columbus Circle, New York, NY 10019.

2025 Honorees

Faith E. Gay - Recipient of the Robert M. Kaufman Award

Faith Gay, co-founder of Selendy Gay PLLC, is recognized as one of the nation’s most
accomplished trial lawyers and a fierce advocate for integrity, equality, and access to justice.
Andrew G. Celli, Jr. - Recipient of the Robert M. Kaufman Award

A founding partner at Emery Celli Brinckerhoff Abady Ward & Maazel LLP, His work defending
civil rights, government integrity, and social justice reflects the very spirit of the Fund for Modern
Courts’ mission.

Matthew Diller - Recipient of Fern Schair Public Service Award

As Dean Emeritus of Fordham Law School, Matthew Diller has dedicated his career to ensuring
that future generations of lawyers serve the public good. He has strengthened the bridge
between legal education and equal justice for all.

About the Fund for Modern Courts

Modern Courts works to strengthen the rule of law and promote a court system that serves
every New Yorker with fairness, transparency, and integrity. We believe justice must be
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independent, accessible, and grounded in public trust.
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