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Snohomish Law Group Highlights Broad Legal
Definition of Smuggling Under Washington
and Federal Law

Many accused individuals are unaware that smuggling laws can apply to activity within state lines, not
just across international borders.

SNOHOMISH COUNTY, WA, UNITED STATES, December 1, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Snohomish
Law Group is educating Washington residents on the wide

“ range of activities that can fall under state and federal

A defense attorney can also smuggling laws in a recent blog post. While smuggling is

often portrayed as an international crime involving border

crossings, Washington'’s statutes reach much further,

covering conduct that occurs entirely within state

boundaries.

examine whether law
enforcement respected
limits on search warrants
and whether all evidence
was collected and preserved
properly”

Snohomish Law Group

At the federal level, smuggling typically refers to bringing
goods or people across borders illegally or attempting to
avoid customs duties.

In Washington, however, prosecutors frequently apply smuggling laws to situations that involve
transporting drugs, firearms, counterfeit goods, or untaxed products such as alcohol and
cigarettes across counties or cities.

“People often think smuggling means sneaking items across an international border,” said Scott
Lawrence, attorney at Snohomish Law Group.

“But under Washington law, moving illegal substances or contraband from one city to another
can still result in a serious felony charge. We've seen people accused of smuggling for actions
they never realized could be considered criminal.”

Investigations and Enforcement Tactics

Smuggling cases often stem from long-term investigations involving multiple law enforcement
agencies. Surveillance, undercover operations, and the use of confidential informants are
common tools used to build a case. These tactics can sometimes lead to legal disputes over
whether the evidence was obtained lawfully.
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In certain cases, an informant may pressure someone into transporting items they would not
have agreed to handle otherwise. When this happens, it may form the basis for an entrapment
defense, where the accused’s actions were the result of law enforcement influence rather than
intent to commit a crime. Courts will look closely at whether the defendant was predisposed to
commit the offense before any government involvement occurred.

Penalties and Legal Consequences

Penalties for smuggling vary depending on the type and amount of goods involved. Convictions
can result in lengthy prison sentences, substantial fines, and property forfeiture. Defendants
may also face related charges such as conspiracy or possession with intent to distribute.

“The consequences go far beyond a courtroom,” Lawrence added. “Smuggling allegations can
affect someone’s job, family, and reputation. That's why it's important to have legal
representation as early as possible, before the case gains momentum.”

Defense Options and Legal Guidance

Defending against smuggling allegations often involves proving lack of knowledge, lack of intent,
or unlawful search and seizure. If a person transported a package without knowing its contents,
or if investigators overstepped constitutional boundaries during surveillance, those facts can
shape the defense.

A defense attorney can also examine whether law enforcement respected limits on search
warrants and whether all evidence was collected and preserved properly. These steps are critical
for ensuring a fair trial.

About Snohomish Law Group

Snohomish Law Group provides experienced criminal defense representation for clients
throughout Washington State. The firm handles cases involving smuggling, DUI, assault, and
other serious charges.

Led by attorney Scott Lawrence, the practice is dedicated to protecting client rights through
strategic advocacy and focused attention to each case.
For more information or to schedule a consultation, contact Snohomish Law Group at 425-517-

3847 or visit www.snohomishlawgroup.com.
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